


“The virus has really affected my Ambassador work. There are no
gatherings at the health centers, so | am teaching from house to
house. | am telling the pregnant women to go for prenatal care and
take care of themselves. All the while, | am searching for fistula

cases. So far | have found ten women with suspected fistulas.”
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2020 was a year like no other as together our world faced a crisis of epic proportions. In the midst of uncertainty and fear, the
Healing Hands of Joy community came together across the US, UK, Australia and Ethiopia. Your prayers and steadfast support

brought relief to Health Centers, health workers, and women living alone and isolated from the consequences of obstetric fistula.
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THE JOURNEY TO JOY
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HEALTH CENTER SUPPORT | MAKING WOMEN SAFER AS THEY SEEK MATERNAL CARE
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2020 IN THE NUMBERS

O
@ 149 SAFE MOTHERHOOD AMBASSADORS TRAINED

O
@ 136 MALE FAMILY MEMBERS EDUCATED

O

O
li U] 248 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS
@ WITH AN ESTIMATED 2%%,600 PARTICIPANTS

& o
% I ﬁ 46 STAKEHOLDER & HEALTH WORKER WORKSHOPS

WITH AN ESTIMATED 1,700 PARTICIPANTS

o O
7] NEW CASES OF OBSTETRIC FISTULA IDENTIFIED
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Pictured: Ambassadors

Your support provides Safe Motherhood Ambassadors
with all the tools they need to reclaim their lives after
fistula - including economic support and business fraining
to help them gain financial stability.

In 2020, the Healing Hands of Joy center in Hawassa
began a pilot in-kind support program to explore what
would happen if we provided Ambassadors with outright
ownership of economic assets, like livestock, instead of a

micro-loan. The results are remarkable.

to come back home.

Tewabech's story is just one of the many successes of the
in-kind pilot project in Hawassa. On average, each
Ambassador in the program increased her net worth
by 130% in less than a year, and was able to begin
saving money instead of paying back a loan.
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Strategic Plan Update

Despite the pandemic’s interference in program
operations, we are on frack to complete our 3-year
Strategic Plan this year.

5-Year Plan to Eliminate Obstetric Fistula

The Ethiopian Ministry of Health has developed a 5-year nationwide plan to eliminate obstetric fistula in
the country. Healing Hands of Joy will play an integral part in this strategy as one of the partner
stakeholders in this initiative.

We are in the process of developing our own organizational 5-year strategy in alignment with the national
strategy in Ethiopia to evaluate our capacity and potential for growth in the coming years.
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Support us to see a

fistula-free Ethiopia by
2025!







Healing Hands of Joy
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